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25™ CODA CEREM O NY 
P R E S I D E D O V E R BY T H E HONORABLE L IEUTENANT-GOUVERNOR O F QUÉBEC 

The Canadian Organ & Tissue Donors Association 
pays tribute to organ and tissue donors as well as c it izens and police 

offîcers involved in the organ donation cause 

Sherbrooke, October 19, 2018 - The Canadian Organ 8s Tissue Donors Association 
(CODA) th is morn ing awarded pos thumous Ambassador of Health and Great 
Samaritan t i t les to l iv ing donors as wel l as citizens and police offïcers i n récognition of 
the i r selfless dedication. This year marked the 2 5 * édition of th is event, wh i ch drew more 
t h a n 1,500 people from a i l régions of Québec. As is the case every year, numerous 
représentative of varions munic ipa l , prov incia l and nat ional police forces formed a 
receiving l ine to welcome the families of donors, the persons honoured as wel l as 
dignitaries and other guests. 

This touch ing ceremony, marked w i t h respect and récognition, was held at the Saint-
Michel Basi l ica-Cathedral i n Sherbrooke under the patronage of the Honourable J . 
Michel Doyon, Lieutenant-Gouvernor of Québec, and i n the présence of numerous 
guests. On th i s occasion, the Lieutenant-Governor of Québec was accompanied by three 
honourary co-presidents: Mr. François Deschénes, Assistant Commissioner and 
Commanding Offïcer "C" Divis ion of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; Patrick Bélanger, 
Chief Inspecter of the Sûreté d u Québec; and Dominic Harvey, Assistant Director of the 
Service de police de la Ville de Montréal. Mr. Danny McConnell , Director of the Service de 
police de la Vil le de Sherbrooke, acted as host of the event, wh i ch held spécial significance 
th i s year. 

Over the past 25 years, more t h a n 5,000 people - deceased and l iv ing donors, citizens and 
police officers - bave been honoured i n appréciation of their donations or commitments , 
w h i c h bave allowed more than 15,000 people to reçoive an organ or tissue t ransp lant . 

"W i th th i s ceremony, we pay t r ibute to the mon and women who bave bequeathed a legacy 
of hea l th th rough organ and tissue donat ion, " said CODA Président and Founder Richard 
Tremblay. "Through their actions, they've helped save a great many lives and improve the 
qual i ty of life for thousands of others. l 'd l ike to express my profound grat i tude to ai l thèse 
heroes and the courageous families tha t agreed to respect their loved ones' wishes despite 
moments of great di f f iculty and pa in . 1 sincerely hope th is récognition by CODA and ai l 
the people i n attendance today gives them fur ther comfort and eases their pa in . " 
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Officially represented by a family member, some 216 deceased organ and tissue donors 
f rom Québec received the pos thumous t i t le of Ambassador of Health To close out the 
ceremony, the first and last names of thèse donors were unvei led publiely on the Donors ' 
Cenotaph. Final ly, some 45 l iv ing donors, citizens and police officers received the t i t le of 
Great Samaritan i n honour of the i r commitment . 

About the Canadian Organ & Tissue Donors Association 

The Canadian Organ 8s Tissue Donors Association (CODA) was founded by Mr. Richard 
Tremblay i n 1983. Mr. Tremblay bas served as président of CODA since the association's 
incept ion. For 35 years, CODA bas overseen the t ranspor ta t ion of organs and specialized 
médical teams across the entire province of Québec. Over the years, the association bas 
received support f rom a growing number of volunteer police officers. Close to 2,000 
munic ipa l , provincia l and nat iona l police officers current ly volunteer their t ime to the 
cause on off days and often at n ight . Since 1987, close to 20,000 such t r ips bave been 
made, for a tota l of 1,829,739 k m travelled, wh i ch is équivalent to 45 times around the 
Ear th ! Today, the organization boasts a fleet of 11 vehicles across Québec. Thanks to 
CODA and i ts volunteer police officers, Québec is one of only a few places i n the wor ld 
tha t ensures the effective and safe t ranspor tat ion of médical and organ donat ion 
personnel. 
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