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1 Refers to the person 
responsible at each 
stage. 

 
2  Nurse consultant in 

organ donation and 
care partnerships  
and/or clinical 
coordinator/advisor. 

 
3 In spite of receiving 

consent, the organ 
dornation process could 
be cancelled at any 
moment if the potential 
donor is deemed 
ineligible for 
transplantation based 
on the qualification and 
the organ evaluation. 

STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR ORGAN DONATION 

IN A MEDICAL  AID IN DYING (MAID) CONTEXT 

IDENTIFICATION 
 
Care team1 

APPLICATION FOR MEDICAL AID ACCEPTED 

The person meets the criteria to be a potential organ donor after MAID: 

•   Person of any age (according to the application legal provisions) 

•   Absence of metastatic cancer 

1 

Removal of organs 

Transfer to the operating room 

Declaration of death by circulatory criteria issued by two physicians independent of both 
the retrieval team and transplant team 

Administration of medical aid in dying 

Admit the person to a hospital. 

Plan the removal of organs in collaboration with the operating room (OR), in accordance 
with the scheduled MAID time. 

Schedule one or more trips to a hospital 
to complete the qualification with the 
potential organ donor and evaluate their 
organs in collaboration with the treatment 
team. 

Evaluate the potential donor and each 
organ in collaboration with the treatment 
team. 

Person not hospitalized Person hospitalized 

The dedicated organ donation staff2 determines and communicates to the treatment team 
the examinations to prescribe for the qualification of the potential donor and the evaluation 
of their organs. 

QUALIFICATION, 
EVALUATION ET 
RETRIEVAL3 
 
Transplant Québec1, 

Treatment team 

and 

OR team 

5 

End of the referral to 
Transplant Québec 
Continuation of the 
MAID process 

The person wishes to receive information 
about donation. 

The care team meets with the person to inform them of the possibility 
of being an organ donor after dying. 

The person does not wish to receive 
information about organ donation. 

Transplant Québec provides the care team with the explanations required  
to initiale the process. 

INELIGIBLE ELIGIBLE 

REFERRAL  
AND 
EXPLANATION OF 
THE PROCEDURE 
 
Care team1 

 
Transplant Québec 

2 Contact Transplant Québec at 1 888 366-7338, extension 1  
to validate the person’s eligibility. 

CONSENT
3
 

Hold a second meeting with the person and the dedicated organ donation staff2  
to find out their decision. 

FOLLOW-UP AFTER 
REFLECTION 
PERIOD 
 
Transplant Québec1 

4 REFUSAL 

Allow for a reflection period before the decision is made 
(a minimum 24h is generally recommended). 

Hold an information meeting with the person and the dedicated organ donation staff2.  
The presence of the treatment team is at the person’s discretion. 

INFORMATION 
ABOUT ORGAN 
DONATION 
 
Transplant Québec1 

3 REFUSAL 

End of the referral to 
Transplant Québec 
Continuation of the 
MAID process 
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